[Audit of severe acute maternal morbidity (SAMM) in the Netherlands].
To describe the audit of severe acute maternal morbidity in the Netherlands, indicating the audit procedure and possible points for improvement. Descriptive audit investigation. Eight audit meetings were held concerning cases of severe acute maternal morbidity selected from a prospective, population-based, cohort investigation at all 98 obstetric departments in the Netherlands. Before the start of each meeting, details of the cases were sent to panel members for individual analysis. During the plenary meeting the findings were discussed, and more detailed information was available if required from the patient dossier. Substandard care was identified on the basis of the opinion of the majority of panel members. Substandard care was identified in almost 80% of the SAMM cases discussed. Specific recommendations were formulated concerning the procedure of audit and also concerning local and national implementation of guidelines. Audit merits an important place both nationally and locally in Dutch obstetric practice. Quality improvement is generally possible without large changes to the system, specifically by optimising existing guidelines and putting them into practice.